HE WILL GLORIFY ME

Readings: Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-16:15
Heidelberg Catechism LD 20
Text: John 16:12-15
Theme: The Spirit of Truth guided the disciples into the truth about Jesus and glorified him.
Purpose: To glorify Jesus by understanding the role of the Spirit in teaching us about him. 


Reformed Churches are sometimes criticised for neglecting the person and work of the Holy Spirit. In the teaching and preaching of our churches you will hear a lot about God the Father and about the Lord Jesus, but not so much about the Holy Spirit.

Contrast this with the Pentecostal churches and the charismatic movement that have put a lot of emphasis on the Holy Spirit, especially on the gifts of the Spirit, and particularly the more spectacular gifts such as miracles, healing and tongue speaking.  

When we look carefully at what the Bible teaches about the Holy Spirit we see that reformed theology is correct when it focuses more on the Father and the Son than on the Holy Spirit. This is because the primary role of the Spirit is to direct us to Jesus so that he receives all the glory. The Spirit is always directing us to the Lord Jesus “so that”, as the catechism puts it, “by faith, he makes me share in Christ and all his blessings.” (LD 20)

The work of the Holy Spirit towards us is wide and varied: he causes new birth in a sinner, gives the gift of faith, assures us of our salvation, assists us in prayer, comforts us, helps us grow in the fruit of Christian character, gives us gifts to use in the church, and much more could be said.
The catechism mirrors the variety of his work when it mentions him 38 times in various questions and answers; but it rightly always connects his work with Jesus; he is the Spirit of Christ. 

Many sermons could be and have been preached on the various aspects of the Spirit’s work, but this sermon will concentrate on his main role or task, which is to glorify Jesus Christ. From these verses we will see that 1) He teaches us about Jesus; and 2) He glorifies Jesus.

1. THE SPIRIT TEACHES US ABOUT JESUS

Context: This passage is part of a long section in this gospel where Jesus spoke to his disciples as they shared their last Passover meal together; his conversation with them runs from for five chapters, from John 13 to 17. 

Jesus had already taught them for three years, often quite intensively, but he was about to be betrayed and be crucified and so he was wrapping up his teaching over this last meal. He also knew that there was only so much they could take in. Verse 12; “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.” 
And he knew that there was much that they would not understand until after his death, resurrection and ascension into heaven. 
After those events he would send them the Holy Spirit – verse 13; “when he, the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth.”

a. Notice that Jesus spoke about the Spirit as a person of the trinity. Too often people think of the Spirit as only a force or power, not as a person. But Jesus speaks of him as the Counsellor, the Spirit of Truth, who is the third person of the trinity. The Heidelberg Catechism echoes this; “he, as well as the Father and the Son, is eternal God.”

Jesus also spoke of his Father – verse 15a; “All that belongs to the Father is mine.” All that was true of the Father was also true of the Son. Jesus is one with the Father in truth, holiness, love, mercy, justice, power and glory! Throughout his ministry Jesus taught his disciples the truth about his Father. 

Jesus would soon leave them but he would send them the Holy Spirit, who came on the Day of Pentecost, ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven. The Spirit would do for him what he had done for the Father – verse 15b; “The Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.” The Spirit would continue the ministry of Jesus. He would not work on his own or come with a new message. No, he would develop what Jesus had taught, explaining that and leading them into a fuller knowledge of the truth. 

So the truth originated from God the Father, had been taught by God the Son, and was further explained by God the Holy Spirit. 

b. Jesus promised his disciples that when the Spirit came, “he will guide you into all truth.” (v 13) 

During his ministry Jesus did not write any books or publish any articles. He did not send out emails or post a blog or have a facebook page. Rather he preached and taught and conversed with people, especially his disciples. He assured them that after he had gone the Spirit “will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have said to you.” (John 14:26) 

This is what happened. Matthew, Mark and Luke probably wrote their gospels in the 60s AD, 30 years after Jesus had ascended into heaven. They remembered much of what Jesus had taught them. People in those days had good memories, partly because that was all they had to rely on; so they had trained themselves to recall what they had heard. 
But the disciples also had the help of the Holy Spirit who took what Jesus had taught and made it known to them. 
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit these disciples, and others, wrote down in the gospels and letters of the New Testament all that Jesus taught them. The Spirit guided them into all truth, revealing the truth about God to their minds and inspiring their writings so they wrote down exactly what he wanted them to write, but in their own style and in their own words. 

c. Today we have this revelation in the Bible, but the Spirit is still at work because he illumines our minds so we can understand what we read. 

The word illumines comes from the Latin word “lumen”, which means a light. If it is night-time and you want to read a book you will turn on a light on so you can see the words and read them. This is what the Holy Spirit does for us when we read the Bible carefully and prayerfully. The Spirit shines his light on the pages of the Bible so we can understand what he has written. 
No doubt you have had that experience where you have been trying to understand a passage of the Bible. As you read and think and study and pray and look up other passages it gradually become clear to you. That is the work of the Holy Spirit. That is what we need to pray for as we read the Bible, “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in our law.” (Psalm 119:18)

Jesus promised that the Spirit would lead his disciples into all truth. (v 13) The Spirit revealed to them all they needed to know for doctrine and life, for what to believe and how to live. All we need to know for salvation has been recorded in this book, the Bible. 

As we read this today the Holy Spirit is guiding us into all truth. What God has revealed about himself in the Bible is inexhaustible – we will never get to the bottom of it; we will never scale the heights of all there is to know. No matter how much we learn and read and study and memorise there will always be more to discover. It has been said that “the mark of a truly educated man is that he realises how little he knows”, and that is true of an educated Christian – the more we learn about God the more we realise how little we know. That is not a reason to sit still and do nothing, but it is a reminder that we need to be humble in our knowledge, and it is a spur to keep on reading and listening and growing in the truth as the Holy Spirit continues to teach us about Jesus.

2. Secondly, THE SPIRIT GLORIFIES JESUS

a. The word “glory” means radiance or splendour or brightness. At the beginning of the gospel John wrote; “We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) 

Jesus told his disciples that his death and resurrection would display his glory. (John 12:23f; 13:31f) Before they all went out to the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane he prayed (John 17:1&4); “Father…glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you…. Glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” 

b. This gives us clue as to what Jesus is talking about in our text when he said at the end of verse 13; “he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking of what is mine and making it known to you.” 

Jesus was about to suffer and die; he would then be raised and ascend into heaven, and then his kingdom would grow and increase in the world. All this was “yet to come.” 

The Holy Spirit would take these great saving events of Christ and explain them to the disciples. He would help them understand what Jesus did in dying on the cross and how this fulfilled the Scriptures and how he paid the price for sin. He would help them grasp the meaning of the resurrection and its implications for all who believe in Jesus; that we too will one day be raised from the dead. He would enable them to believe that Jesus was the head over all things for the church and to see the vast scope of his kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit would guide the writers of the New Testament to describe all this in the gospels and to explain it’s meaning in the letters they wrote. 

c. The ministry of the Holy Spirit would bring glory to the Lord Jesus – verse 14; “He will bring glory to me by taking of what is mine and making it known to you.” 

The Spirit wants all the attention to go to Jesus. This is why we don’t read or hear as much about the Spirit as we do about God the Son or God the Father, because the Spirit is directing our eyes away from himself to Jesus.
The work of the Spirit is always directly connected with Christ; it is orientated to Jesus. 

The catechism brings this our when it states; the Spirit “has been given to me personally, so that, by true faith, he makes me share in Christ and all his blessings. 

The Spirit works in the background. One writer describes him as “the shy member of the trinity” (F Bruner). He is unassuming, modest, humble. He works incognito. He does not push himself forward or draw attention to himself. 

You could compare the work of the Spirit to the lights in a jewellery shop. These shops are always very well lit because they want to show off the diamonds and necklaces and bangles to the best advantage. You don’t walk into a shop like that and look up at the lights and think; “Wow, these are marvellous lights!” No, your attention is drawn to the diamonds set in gold! In the same way the Holy Spirit is lighting up the glory of the Lord Jesus. 

Or we could compare the Spirit to the person who works in the lighting room of a theatre. You hardly ever see that person because he is working behind the audience. His job is to co-ordinate everything that is happening on the stage so that people can see what is going on. He is keeping the spotlight on the main actor so that all our attention is focused on that person. In the same way the Holy Spirit is keeping our attention on Jesus who is centre stage. Jesus said; “He will bring glory to me by taking of what is mine and making it known to you.” (v 14)

The Scriptures have a lot to say about the person and work of the Spirit. Much has been written and said about him and a good deal of this is very helpful. 

But in his first letter John warned us; “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognise the Spirit of God: every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.” (1 John 4:1ff) In his letter John emphasised that Jesus was fully God and fully human, and that he is the Christ, the Son of God. (1 John 5:1,5) 

This is the crucial test to recognise faithful preaching and teaching about the Holy Spirit. Is it directing our attention to Jesus or away from him? Is it more focused on the person and gifts of the Spirit or is it focused on Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

The Reformed confessions and the Reformed Churches do not overemphasize or underemphasize the work of the Spirit of God; we want to follow the lead of the Spirit himself who wants all the glory to go to Christ Jesus. 

Are you seeking “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ”? (Eph 3:18) 
Are you asking the Holy Spirit to guide you into all the truth he has revealed about Jesus?
In all you say and do are you bringing glory to the Lord Jesus? 

Amen 

